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Le Monde, o French doily newspoper, ond other renowned ort

medio outlets in Fronce ond Switzerlond tripped over eoch other to

cover Dovid Brolliet's exhibition. Of course, there ore collectors with

lorger collections thon his. Then, there must be some other reoson

thon iust the size of his collection for the medio's ottention. lt is

probobly his pure possion for ort. Where on the eorth did thot

possion come from? Upon heoring thot Mr. Brolliet, o trovel

enthusiost, iust come bock to his house in Genevo, I went through

hoops trying to get on interview ond I got it. His oportment, which is

locoted in the center of Genevo, wos cromped with ort ronging from

pointings to sculptures ond ortbooks like the contents of Ali Bobo's

treosure cove.

lf you hove been collecting ort for 40 yeors, il meons thol you

stortred collecting ot o foirly eorly oge. Whot specificolly mode you

loke on inleresl in conlemporory orl?

My fother loved clossicol ort. He never took me to contemporory ort

golleries though. Then one doy, I come to know Pierre Huber who

wos probobly the most fomous gollerist in Genevo. I wos only

18 yeors of oge ond he gove me o sculpture drowing by o young

Lyon ortist nomed Jeon Philippe Aubonel os o gift becouse my fother

bought o very importont sculpture of o Polish ortist colled lgor

Mitoroi. I don't know whot thot oct meont to him, but his gift opened

the door for me to o life filled with collecting ort. Shortly ofter thot,

I decided to visit Lyon ond bought works by young ortists from thot

oreo. These works from the eorly doys of my collection were put on

disploy in the Archive Room section of the lost exhibition ot the

Fondotion Fernel-Bronco.

So the Gollerisi Pierre Huber put your history of collection in

motion?

You con soy thot. He olso introduced me to some greot ortists who

will be remembered in the future for their morks in todoy's ort world.

He often told me why works of then-emerging ortists like Cindy

Shermon, Thomos Demond, Ghodo Amer, Vonesso Beecroft ond

Robert Moppelthorpe were importont. Bock lhen, I could only offord

inexpensive pieces by young ortists with monthly poyments. These

ortists thot Pierre Huber showed me in his gollery were selling for

only few thousond dollors per piece oi ihot time. Still, they were not

ot o level thot o novice lover like me could offord. Another person

who wos importont to me wos Borboro Pollo who ron the Anolix

Forever Gollery in Genevo. Those two people hod o huge influence

on me when I first storted buying ort.

It seems thot they hove been good supporters who helped io moke

your collection whot it is üodoy. Do you slill seek olher people's

odvice ond toke it into occounl when you buy ort?

I do listen to oiher people's odvice but in the end, I trust my gut

feeling. Above oll, I like to buy work by ortists who ore yet out of

the limelight before they become fomous. I tend to follow my toste

ond instinct when moking such purchoses. I sort of pride myself on

hoving good intuition to spot young tolent. For instonce, I hove

mony of Ghodo Amer's works which were mode when she wos still

on unknown orlist, long before she become o fomous ortist. Of
course, I don't core if in my collection some ortists ore not viewed

highly by todoy's morket. Whot is importont to me is not the rise in

morket prices. I volue my possion for ort ond the ortists. The foct thot

they ore in my collection meons thot they ore in my heort. Consider

Vonesso Beecroft's work for instonce. lt is priced rother low ot the

moment, but I om proud thot I possess works from her rorest

Poloroid Series. My collection is definitely different from those of
weolthy collectors who ore buying ort like blue-chips ot the stock

morket!

Whot wos lhe molivolion for the exhibition of your collection ot the

Fondotion Fernet-Bronco? And whot does it meon to you?

The exhibition is titled "40 Yeors of Collector's Possion." With this

exhibition, I wonted lo show my possion for conlemporory ort ond

the serious relotionships I hove hod with the ortists os o collector.

The orticles of mony medio outlets including Le Monde ond the ort

mogozine, AMA, obout the exhibition coptured well whot it is
obout. For exomple, Judith Benhomou-Huet, o reporter, ot o

mogozine colled Les Échos, wrote, "Dovid Brolliet collecting with his

heort." I wos very moved by thot orticle. I hove mony works by

fomous ortists which ore now hord to find. The reoson I put on the

exhibition wos becouse I thought thot it wos iime to shore such

works of ort with more people. I think whot the exhibition's curotor,

Véronique Hillereou, soid expresses the exhibition's meoning best:

vision of o collection through the eyes of o collector.

You ore o Swiss nolionol, yet you ore deeply involved in the ort
scene in Fronce, lroo. You lived in Fronce for o long lime ond hod

on oporlmenl there o long lime ogo. I om sure thot you hove mony

colorful episodes reloted to Érot.

ln the 90s, I kept on oportment in Poris which I used os o vocotion

home. lt hod o floor height of obout six meters. (He showed me o

picture from thot period during the interview.) lt wos filled with

works by Cindy Shermon, Bernhord Mortin, Koder Attio, Mounir

Fotmi, Erwin Wurm, Sylvie Fleury, Wong Du, Chen Zhen, Julien

Beneyton, Borthélémy Toguo, Poscole Morthine Toyou ond Jocques

Monory, ond frequented by mony ortists, critics, curotors ond

collectors from oll over the world. Noturolly, I got drown into the

French ort world ond become o member of the boord of ADIAF

(Associotion pour lo Diffusion lnternotionole de l'Art Fronçois),

which wos formed moinly by collectors to supporl French

contemporory ortists. Thot olso led me to get involved in Prix Morcel

Duchomp, which is in my view the most importont ort oword in

Fronce. ln poriiculor, Prix Morcel Duchomp holds the oword

ceremony in October in the fomous Pompidou Centre with o show

of four nominoted ortists. During the FIAC ort week, oll the world's

museum curotors ond collectors including those from the U.S. ore in

Poris to discover French ortists. So introducing promising ortists to

the world through Prix Morcel Duchomp on ihis occosion is very

significont.
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(q Bomuald Hazoumé, CoLlectton David H. Brolliet
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(Romuald Hazoumé)el
'Crazy Horse'.
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'Rock'n Roll Station'.
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