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colleclors
eye

Swiss collector David
Brolliet /s « growing
love for African and Middle
FEastern contemporary art.
RebeccaAnne Proctor meels
him in London to discuss his
recent acquisitions, including
works by Meschac Gaba,
Reza Aramesh and Ramin
and Rokni Haerizadeh
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Hassan Sharif.
Buttons. 2016.
Buttons and
copper wire.
84x22x15cm.
84x22x15 cm
© Estate of
Hassan Sharif,
Collection David
H. Brolliet, Geneva
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‘MY FATHER WOULD ALWAYS JOKE WITH ME ABOUT HOW MY
CONTEMPORARY ART WAS WORTH NOTHING. HE WOULD SAY,
‘YOUR L'ART COMPTANT POUR RIEN (YOUR ART 1S WORTH
NOTHING)!" BECAUSE HE WAS SO INTO HIS MODERN ART
GO T GUIRTIONN &
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Left: Gaba Meschac.
Medecine. 1994.

Paint and collage of a
confetti of CFA franc
banknotes on wood
88.5x52x1.5cm.

Courtesy of Galerie In
Situ - fabienne

leclerc, Paris

Left: David Brolliet
holding a work by Mounir
Fatmi entitled Maximum
Sensation 5(2012)

© Photo by Steeve
luncker / Tribune de
Geneve

Below: Ramin
Haerizadeh, Rokni
Haerizadeh, Hesam
Rahmanian

Her Majesty. 2018.
Acrylic, gesso, watercolor,
gouache and lacqure

on a wooden table.
50x110x70cm.

Collection David H.
Brolliet, Geneva
Courtesy: Galerie In Situ -
fabienne leclerc, Paris

@© Thomas Lannes

Huber by a young artist called Igor Mitoraj because it was
akin to an ancient Roman sculpture, which his father loved.
Then, Huber asked Brolliet to go into the back of his gallery
and into the reserve and to pick a small sculpture of a paint-
brush by the Lyon artist Jean Philippe Aubanel. Thus began
the journey of Broillet’s art collecting. “The sculpture I picked
up has been with me all over the world and is still in the same
condition,” he smiles proudly. It was even on display at the
recent showing of Brolliet’s collection at the Fondation Fernet
Branca (27 May 2018-30 September 2018) in Saint-Louis,
France. Since the early 2000s, the French
production company Creativty has been ) ) o , , , , o ) e )
ﬁlmingadocumenraryonhislifeasacollec- MY HOME IS A TEMPORARY PLACE. EVERYTHING IS
tor- They bave fllowed Binfw atos'aic  §repp R LOANED TO MUSEUMS 08 IN STORAGE 1K

fairs to artists’ studios, art fairs and the Venice

Biennale. The one-hour long film was also GENEVA, PARIS, LONDON AND NEW YORK"’

shown art the Fondation Fernet Branca.

Yet it is not just art that gives Brolliet his
spark. He produces film and music and also
sometimes appears as an actor and a singer.
“My grandfather was a friend of the famous
director of the Cannes Film Festival, Fabre
Lebre,” he says. It’s impossible to miss Brol-
liet eclectic and larger-than-life demeanor at
an art fair. Tall and always vibrantly dressed
donning his usual large glasses, he has a zest
for life and all things creative that is infec-
tious. “T started supporting and co-produc-
ing movies for Canal Plus and others,” he
says. “That’s my creative side.”

There are now around 800 works in Brol-
liet’s collection. These include such names as
John Armleder, Sylvie Fleury, Roman Signer
and Pipiloti Rist. In the mid-90s Brolliet
took a base in Paris that opened him up to a
whole new art scene, providing him with the
opportunity to collect such names as Saddane
Aff, Kader Attia, Wang Du, Richard Fau-
guet, Marlene Mocquet, Bruno Peinado,
Barthélémy Toguo, Mounir Fatmi and Erwin
Wurm and Chen Zhen. Among the most
valuable works in his collection are are a
painting by David Salle entided Curtain
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Above: Reza Aramesh.
Action 191. 2017

Hand carved Carrara
marble. 225x76x67cm.
Installation view at
SCAD Museum of Art
arc Domage

Below: Siwa Mgoboza.
Reaching the

Dream Il. 2016.
Isishweshwe (Three
Cats Cotton), tulle,
beads and cotton
thread

220x158 cm. © Siwa
MgobozarCollection
David H. Brolliet
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